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ABOUT SCIENCE AND ISLAM
In March 2012, the American Islamic Congress announced the launch of unprecedented series 

of public debates on the intersection of Islam and science in the modern world.  Titled “Science 

and Islam,” the series brought together renowned scholars and scientists to explore how today’s 

Muslims reconcile faith and science. Six dialogues have been held over the course of 4 years 

on the campuses of some of the best research universities in the United States addressing 

such issues as the origins of the Universe, Darwin’s Theory of Evolution, extraterrestrial life, 

the history and future of science and Islam. The series was implemented by AIC’s student-led 

initiative, Project Nur.

“There is little public discussion on these topics, but exploring these issues is important for 

both Muslims and non-Muslims. The contributions made by Muslims to science is an important 

conversation to publically open, especially for students exploring these issues in their own 

lives,” said Shakir Mohammed, Project Nur Program Manager for AIC. “We want the Series 

to provide a forum and a road map for this much needed discussion and for recognition of 

the contributions Muslims have made to science both today 

and in previous centuries,” Mohammed added.

 

The dialogues featured interactive formats allowing audiences 

to participate and engage with panelists in person and online. 

Evaluations of public opinion accompany each debate taken 

before and after the event. The Series culminated in this 

comprehensive report on the attitudes of Muslims toward 

religion and science.
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CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE: 
Qur’anic Concepts and Scientific Theories

The first event in the Science and Islam series examined Qur’anic cosmological descriptions and explore 
Muslim responses to other creation theories. This event provided an opportunity for audiences to 
understand interpretations in the Islamic tradition as it regards the creation of the universe and where 
this interpretation conflicts or is compatible with concurred theories on the birth of the universe from 
the scientific perspective.

Topics of discussion included:

1) Qur’anic cosmological descriptions and their relative accuracy from the scientific perspective.

2) The existence of time before or after the birth of the universe according to Qur’anic passages and 
scientific views.
3) Exploring where the strongest harmony and serious tensions between scientific cosmology and 
Islam lie.
4) The role of God in the physical and other “realm” in light of the laws of physics.

There were more than 55 students and faculty in attendance, with over 2,942 people watching video 
of the event.  

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

“For me, the Cosmology and Islam panel was meant to achieve two important 

goals: The first: to show people, especially Muslims, in what way relating 

Cosmology with Islam can be attempted (i.e. certainly not at the literal Quranic-

verses level), more specifically at the conceptual level.” ~ Dr. Nidhal Guessoum

Source: Farrell, John. (2012). Meeting The Challenge Of Science For Muslims On Campus.  
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SPEAKER BIOS:
Ali Hassan, Moderator
Dr. Ali Hasan is a philosophy professor at the University of Iowa, where he teaches courses in 
epistemology, philosophy of mind, modern philosophy, and ethics. His current research interests 
include the internalist-externalist debate in epistemology, the nature of perception and percep-
tual knowledge, the ethics of belief, and issues in moral epistemology. Dr. Hasan received his 
Ph.D. from the University of Washington, Seattle, in June 2008. (Dissertation: Skepticism and 
the Foundations of Empirical Justification).

Nidhal Guessoum, Keynote Speaker
Dr. Nidhal Guessoum holds a B.Sc. in Theoretical Physics from the University of Science and 
Technology in Algiers, Masters’ and Ph. D. degrees in Astrophysics from the University of California 
at San Diego. He is currently a professor of Physics at the American University of Sharjah (United 
Arab Emirates). Dr. Guessoum has also published dozens of articles and books on the interface 
between science and religion and took part in the Paris-based “Science and Religion in Islam” 
and in international conferences: the “Science, Cultures and the Future of Humanity” in Doha, 
Qatar and the “Muslim-Christian Dialogue on Issues in Science & Religion” at Oxford University.

Salman Hameed, Panelist
Dr. Salman Hameed is an Assistant Professor of Integrated Science and Humanities at Hampshire 
College. Dr. Hameed holds a PhD. in Astronomy from New Mexico State University, Las Cruces. His 
research interests include using perceptions about biological evolution to explore how educated 
Muslims view the relationship between science & religion. He wrote a chapter Evolution and 
Creationism in the Islamic World in the just released book Science & Religion: New Historical 
Perspectives.

John Farrell, Panelist
Mr. John Farrell, a writer on science and religion issues, author of ‘The Day Without Yesterday’ 
(on the genesis of the Big Bang and the debates between Einstein, Lemaitre, the cosmologist-priest 
and father of the Big Bang idea, etc.), and blogger at ‘Progressive Download’.

EVENT ANALYSIS:
In terms of event turnout, event attendance was lower than we originally anticipated, but the 
audience represented a broad swath of ethnic, religious, and ideological groups. As the project 
continues and we move to universities where AIC has a stronger presence, particularly Boston 
University (AIC has office in Boston) audiences will increase.  

During the event, two lines of inquiry were provided. Dr. Nidhal Guessoum inquired and 
addressed two fundamental questions: 1) What role does theology and philosophy have in 
science? 2) What theological cosmology worldview can be drawn from the Qu’ran? Dr. Salman 
Hameed inquired and assessed the question, “At what stage can we place a boundary around 
science?” In other words, both panelists were inquiring as to what were the limits of scientific 
discovery, and where can religion intervene.

As to the evaluation component, Dr. Hasan was asked to create and submit questions for the 
pre-event and post-event assessment.  Unfortunately, Dr. Hasan was very busy, and he submitted 
the questions very late in the process.  We shared the questions with University of Iowa faculty 
members, Dr. Hasan’s students and the panelists.  We recruited a few members to the project 
focus group.  Again, as we moved to the next dialogue in Boston, recruitment became much 
easier.  Because we had an office in Boston, a substantial network of local Muslim communities, 
and campus chapters all across the state of Mass., we received an excellent response to the next 
dialogue. 
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ISLAM’S QUANTUM QUESTION: 
Reconciling the Islamic Tradition with 
the Theory of Evolution
BOSTON UNIVERSITY

The second Science and Islam series addressed the very dominant issue of reconciling faith with evolu-
tion, questioning whether there is  a clash between the theory of evolution and Islam.The dialogue 
brought together lauded scholars from across the sciences (evolutionary biology, molecular biology, 
humanities, cognitive sciences), who in turn shared a wide spectrum of views on the subjects at hand. 
Discussion centered on the following broad topics, examined through the lens of views of creation and 
evolution (and especially human evolution):

1) The implications of the scientific method and breakthroughs in scientific knowledge on personal and 
societal experiences and expressions of Islam.
2) Questioning whether Islam and and evolution clash or co-exist, on both a general level as well as a 
nuanced level involving different cultures and the evolution of different species from microbes to humans
3) Examining and unpacking some of the assumptions and associations which often undergird both 
scientific endeavor and religious belief, often pitting the two against each other in what one audience 
member insightfully termed a “constructed tension.”

The event was held at the Boston University Photonics Center Colloquium Room, a high-profile campus 
location, and drew an audience of more than 120 people, and 764 online attendees. including under-
graduates and graduate students in sciences and humanities from local universities, academics, science 
professionals, journalists, and members of the lay public.
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SPEAKER BIOS:
Elise K. Burton, Moderator
Ms. Elise K. Burton is a doctoral candidate at Harvard University. She has written on evolution in school 
curricula in Saudi Arabia and Iran.

Salman Hameed, Keynote Speaker
Dr. Salman Hameed is an Assistant Professor of Integrated Science and Humanities at Hampshire 
College. Dr. Hameed holds a PhD. in Astronomy from New Mexico State University, Las Cruces. His 
research interests include using perceptions about biological evolution to explore how educated Muslims 
view the relationship between science & religion. He wrote a chapter Evolution and Creationism in the 
Islamic World in the just released book Science & Religion: New Historical Perspectives.

Ehab Abouheif, Panelist
Dr. Ehab Abouheif is an Associate Professor of Biology. His research interests include evolutionary 
developmental biology: comparative and functional gene expression studies in ants and other insects to 
study the evolution of developmental regulatory genes and gene networks; the importance of ecological 
influences on development and evolution; and the relationship between molecular and morphological 
evolution.

Omar Sultan Haque, Panelist
Dr. Omar Haque MD, MTS is a physician, psychologist, and philosopher of religion.  He is a post-
doctoral fellow in Psychology at Harvard University.  His research includes the psychology of religion, 
neuroscience, and evolutionary psychology.  Dr. Haque is an internationally known speaker on such 
topics as religion in the public sphere, Islam and bioethics, and free will and morality. 

Rana Dajani, Panelist
Dr. Rana Dajani is an associate professor at the Hashemite University, Jordan. She is a former visiting 
professor at the Yale Stem Cell Center. Her research focuses on genome-wide association studies 
concerning diabetes and cancer in ethnic populations in Jordan. She is a consultant for the Higher 
Council for Science and Technology in Jordan.

EVENT ANALYSIS:
Various lines of inquiry were addressed in this dialogue. However, the primary line of inquiry addressed 
was whether Islam was compatible with the theory of evolution, and to what extent is this the case or 
not the case. 

According to opinion polls and evaluations, in comparison to other faiths, Islam has a much more 
accommodating stance towards the theory of evolution. Many attendees expressed surprise that unlike 
Christian Creationism, which holds a highly oppositional stance towards evolution, Islamic Creationism 
is much more open to the notion of compatability. Therefore, the common knowledge that religion is 
wholesale opposed to the theory of evolution was challenged.

In addition, one measure of the program’s success was the liveliness of the discussion session, which 
conitinued for over an hour past the scheduled end time, eliciting complex questions and heartfelt 
reactions from a range of audience members. The discussion offered direct proof of the sort of ambiguity 
of views referred to in the keynote and presentations, as some participants admitted their struggles 
to meaningfully integrate their personal beliefs with methods that are indispensable to their profes-
sional lives.

In conclusion, all panelists thanked both AIC and the John Templeton Foundation for the opportunity 
to bring Muslim perspectives into the discussion, asserting that Muslims have not engaged in these 
discussions as much as other groups may have, and asserting the need for further such discussions, 
not only regarding evolution but for other topics in the sciences and the broader issue of intellectual 
freedom and curiosity as well.
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ISLAM AND SCIENCE: 
Religious Orthodoxy and Battle for 
Rationality 
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSIRTY

The third event in the Science and Islam series covered the intersection of the scientific freedom of 
exploration and religious doctrines. The speakers argued for the coexistance of Islam and science, and 
explored the “warfare” between the two. The discussion included a detailed analysis of Islam’s history 
with the sciences as well as a discussion on the current interaction between modern Muslim societies 
and modern science. 

The speakers addressed these questions:
1) How scientific truths are established versus how religious truths achieve recognition.
2) Interpretations of the Quran by Muslim modernists that seek to create consistency between Islam 
and modern science.
3) The temporally changing relationship between Islam and science and the causes behind it.

The dialogue was attended by 95 people, and 33,938 online attendees.

“If this (science and Islam) 

is a clash between ration-

alism and traditionalism 

then surreally something 

needs to be done. But if 

this is something that has 

to do with institutions and 

politics and society and 

culture, then something 

else needs to be done.” 

~ Dr. Asad Q. Ahmed
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SPEAKER BIOS:
Muhammad H. Fagfoory, Moderator
Dr. Muhammad H. Fagfoory is a professor of Islamic Studies at George Washington University.

Pervez Amirali Hoodbhoy, Keynote Speaker
Dr. Pervez Amirali Hoodbhoy is professor of nuclear and high energy physics, and teaches at Quaid-
e-Azam University, Islamabad. He received his BS, MS, and Ph.D degrees, all from the Massachus-
setts Institute of Technology. He is a recipient of the Baker Award for Electronics and the Abdus 
Salam Prize for Mathematics. In 2010, Dr. Hoodbhoy received the Joseph A. Burton Award from the 
American Physical Society and the Jean Meyer Award from Tufts University. In 2011, he was included 
in the list of 100 most influential global thinkers by Foreign Policy magazine.

Asad Q. Ahmed, Panelist
Dr. Asad Q. Ahmed is Associate Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies in the Department of Near 
Eastern Studies, The University of California, Berkeley. Prior to holding this appointment, he was 
the Harper Schmidt Assistant Professor at the University of Chicago and a distinguished Mellon 
Foundation Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton. Dr. Ahmed received his BA with the 
highest honors from Yale University in 2000. His undergraduate work focused on western philosophy 
and literature, in which fields he received distinctions from the Department of Philosophy and the 
Department of Literature at Yale University.

Omar Sultan Haque, Panelist
Dr. Omar Haque MD, MTS is a physician, psychologist, and philosopher of religion.  He is a post-
doctoral fellow in Psychology at Harvard University.  His research includes the psychology of religion, 
neuroscience, and evolutionary psychology.  Dr. Haque is an internationally known speaker on such 
topics as religion in the public sphere, Islam and bioethics, and free will and morality. 

EVENT ANALYSIS:
The event explored questions of the history of Muslim scientific discovery and the pursuit of rational, 
objective investigation between science and Islam. In this regard, Dr. Hoodbhoy presented the 
argument that Muslim communities and scientists are being left behind as the world modernizes 
and that there is a drastic need for systematic change. , Dr. Asad Q. Ahmed suggested that the real 
cause of the deterioration of Muslim scientific advancements can be found in the political and social 
histories of community rather than solely in the relationship between science and Islam. Lastly, Dr. 
Omar Haque proposed that extremes on both ends of the discussion, the opposing poles of religion 
void of scientific teachings versus science void of religious influence, are both flawed.

In response, evaluations and polls showed that attendees grappled with the issue of rationality in 
relation to science and Islam with as much contentiousness as the dialogue participants. However, 
the dialogue brought up even more questions for the audience, such as, “Could this debate take place 
in current day Pakistan?,” and, “Is religion an effective tool that should be used in environmental 
campaigns?” As a result, audience members took away a greater sense of inquiry about the nature 
of how one can deliberate on logical, rational questions.

While the debate lasted for over three hours, there still wasn’t adequate time to fully explore the 
variety of issues and complex theories presented. The program of speakers gave the audience a rich 
array of outlooks on the complexities of the relationship between science and Islam. Yet, by the end 
of the debate it was hard to tell if any of the speakers had won over the crowd more than the other. 
Their viewpoints, while contradictory each added new considerations and intricacies to the discus-
sion that there just wasn’t enough time to dissect each individually. 

The event was a prime example of the dedication and passion that derive from such provoking 
topics. The speakers, while varied in their perspectives and viewpoints on the subject all evoke the 
same commitment to exploring and enhancing the future of Muslim academics and overall society.
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TOMORROW’S WORLD: 
Religion or Science 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 
The fourth event in the Science and Islam series posed some critical questions about the future of religion 
and science. The speakers addressed the limits of both religion and science, as well as their individual 
role in human society. The speakers discussed the co-existance of science and Islam in the Quran and 
ancient Islamic societies. The also expressed their opinions on how to integrate modern sciences into 
the modern Muslim world citing freedom of questioning, the establishment of Muslim founded think 
tanks and research institutes, and modern interpretation of religious texts. 

The speakers addressed these questions:
1) Religion or science or both in tomorrow’s world?
2) Will religion be obsolete in the future? Is science alone enough for humanity?
3) How can we believe in science and Islam or do they conflict? 

The event was held at the UC, Berkeley, Wheeler Hall and drew an audience of more than 50 people, 
including undergraduates and graduate students in sciences and humanities from local universities, 
academics, science professionals, journalists, and members of the lay public. Data regarding onlune 
attendees cannot be accurately evaluated at the writing of this report due to lags in the publishing of video. 

“The kind of students or researchers who 

are there [in the Muslims world] they 

work under certain parameters; they are 

not encouraged to question… manipu-

lations and dictatorship get in the way 

of conducting real research most of the 

time.” ~ Dr. Asad Q. Ahmed
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SPEAKER BIOS:
Shabina Hussain, Moderator
Dr. Shabina Hussain is a professor of Islamic Studies at George Wasgington University.

Khaleel Mohammed, Keynote Speaker
Dr. Khaleel Mohammed is a professor of Religion at San Diego State University, and a core faculty 
member of the university s Center for Islamic and Arabic Studies. Dr. Mohammed is an imam 
and one of the few Islamic scholars who is accepted by both the Sunni and Shia sects of Islam. Dr. 
Mohammed has published a book (The World of Our Youth), numerous journal articles, and has 
presented at several conferences and public forums.

Jalees Rehman, Panelist
Dr. Jalees Rehman, MD is an Associate Professor of Medicine and Pharmacology at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). As a cell biologist and cardiologist, he directs a research laboratory 
that investigates the growth of blood vessels and the biology of stem and progenitor cells. Jalees is 
a German Muslim with an interest in the philosophy of science and religion. His blog on stem cell 
biology and regenerative medicine is part of the Scilogs scientific blog network and is called “The 
Next Regeneration”. Additional articles on science, culture and religion can be found on his personal 
blog “Fragments of Truth”.

Zakyi Ibrahim, Panelist
Dr. Zakyi Ibrahim is Associate Professor of Compasrative Religion at California State University. His 
research includes the Qu’ran and its supporting sources, presented in an interdisciplinary approach 
that has substantive and/ or methodological relevance to classical/contemporary Islam.

Asad Q. Ahmed, Panelist
Dr. Asad Q. Ahmed is Associate Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies in the Department of Near 
Eastern Studies, The University of California, Berkeley. Prior to holding this appointment, he was 
the Harper Schmidt Assistant Professor at the University of Chicago and a distinguished Mellon 
Foundation Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton. Dr. Ahmed received his BA with the 
highest honors from Yale University in 2000. His undergraduate work focused on western philosophy 
and literature, in which fields he received distinctions from the Department of Philosophy and the 
Department of Literature at Yale University.

EVENT ANALYSIS:
The speakers inquired as to the future of the relationship between science and Islam. Speakers 
expressed optimism for the future of Islam in the sciences, and that more efforts need to be pursued 
towards ensuring the Muslim world’s influence in scientific discovery. 

Audience feeback from opinion polls and evaluations showed a general sense of optimism that the 
Muslim world will be able to contribute to scientific discourse, despite the obstacles which face 
Muslims in the form of manipulation and dictatorship. 

Just like previous sessions, this event exposed the public to the common experiences, obstacles, and 
questions that bind all groups of people in a shared humanity despite religious differences. To us, 
that was a significant accomplishment: showing that individual Muslims share many of the same 
views with folks of other faiths as it pertains to reconciling science and religion. 
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EXTRATERRESTRIAL LIFE: 
An Islamic Look
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, BOULDER

The fifth Science and Islam grappled with whether being a practicing Muslim hinders or guides the 
discovery of extraterrestrial life or extraterrestrial intelligence. The speakers also questioned whether 
the discovery of extraterrestrial life have consequences on personal faith. The panelist deeply discussed 
Islamic text’s reference to life forms other than humans, concluding that the discovery of extraterrestrial 
life would not contradict with Islam. 

The speakers addressed these questions:
1) What is Islam’s scriptural stance on extraterrestrial life?
2) How does Islam’s worldview towards extraterrestrial life differ from other Abrahamic faiths?
3) How would the presence of religiosity among extraterrestrial life affect our understanding of God in 
relation to the universe?
4) In practice, is Islam an earth-centered religion, or a truly universal religion?

The event was attended by 40 people. Data on online attendees cannot be accurately gathered due to 
lags in the publishing of video.



C O R P O R A T E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  |  1 3

SPEAKER BIOS:
Matthew Agar, Moderator
Matthew Agar is a Program Coordinator for the American Islamic Congress. He has earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in International Studies from American University in Washington, DC.

Dr. Imad Ad-Dean Ahmad, Keynote Speaker and Panelist
Dr. Imad ad-Dean Ahmad is a Professor of Religion and Science at American University and the 
Wesley Theological Seminary. He has done postdoctoral work in astronomy at Harvard University, 
the University of Maryland, and the Goddard Institute for Space Studies. He is an internationally 
sought-after speaker on matters relating to Islam and Muslims. He is author of Signs in the Heavens. 
He is also an Islamic chaplain at American University, Imam of the Dar-adh- Dhikr Mosque, Presi-
dent of the Islamic-American Zakat Foundation, and arbitrator for the Coordinating Council of 
Muslim Organizations in the Greater Washington
Metropolitan Area.

Dr. David A. Weintraub, Panelist
Dr. David A. Weintraub is a Professor of Astronomy at Vanderbilt University, where he directs 
programs in the Communication of Science and Technology and in Scientific Computing. He is 
the 2015 winner of the Klopsteg Award from the American Association of Physics Teachers, which 
recognizes the outstanding communication of the excitement of contemporary physics to the general 
public. He is an expert in the study of star and planet formation and is the author of three books for 
popular audiences, including Religions and Extraterrestrial Life: How Will We Deal With It? (2014).

EVENT ANALYSIS:
Speakers inquired as to whether Islam’s adherents would react positively or negatively to the discovery 
of extraterrestrial life. They also inquired as to how said reactions would compare to those of other 
faiths. Lastly, the question of how Islamic religious practices would differ on the worlds of extrater-
restrial life was brought up.

Based upon opinion polls and evaluations, audience members expressed a general sense of surprise 
that Islam has a positive and accommodating stance towards the possibility of extraterrestrial life. 
Many audience members indicated that they had neverf grappled with the question before, let alone 
considered how extraterrestrial life could pertain to religion. Conventional wisdom succeeding the 
dialogue, therefore, is that Islam does not inhibit the ability of Muslims to believe in extraterrestrial 
life, but rather enhances said beliefs.

In summary, audience members and panelists alike left the dialogue with a positive and optimistic  
outlook on Islam in relation to extraterrestrial life.  Each panelist and audience member agreed 
that the questions brought up within the dialogue and subsequent question and answer session are 
rarely asked, let along answered, by both Muslims and non-Muslims. The panelists all agreed that 
further exploration of the subject will be needed.
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ISLAM’S CONTRIBUTION TO 
MODERN SCIENCE: 
A Thing of the Past or a Promise for 
the Future?
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

The sixth and final event concluding the Science and Islam series tied together the past, present and future 
of Islam’s relationship with the modern sciences. The speakers spoke extensively on the contribution of 
Islamic civilizations and Muslim scientists to modern science in the past, noting when this contribution 
halted, and considered the question of scientific advancement coming form the Muslim world in the 
present and future. All the speakers made a point to note that scientific advancement flourishes under 
the liberty to ask questions, challenge presently-held concepts, and freedom to think broadly.  

The speakers addressed these questions:
1) What disciplines and area did Muslims  contribute to in the past?
2) What factors influenced the Muslim worlds contributions to the science’s in the past?
3) What does Islam’s interaction with modern science look like now?
4) What do you expect Muslim’s contribution to the sciences to be like in the 21st century?
 

The event was attended by 50 people. Due to publishing lags, online attendee data for this dialogue 
cannot be reported.
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SPEAKER BIOS:
Raghda Katib, Moderator
Dr. Raghda Khatib trained as a medical doctor in the Lansing area. She is a scholar of Islam and 
Arabic, and has a certificate of Tajweed of Qu’ran. 

Abbas Kadhim, Keynote Speaker
Dr. Abbas Kadhim is an Iraqi-American academic specializing in Iraq, Iran, Persian Gulf, and Islam. 
He is a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Institute, SAIS- John Hopkins University, and President of 
the Institute of Shia Studies in Washington, DC. He earned a PhD in Near-Eastern Studies from the 
Unviersity of California Berkeley in 2006. He is the author of “Reclaiming Iraq, the 1920 Revolution 
and the Founding of the Modern State’, University of Texas Press, 2012 “The Hawza Under Siege: A 
Study in the Ba’ath Party Archives,” Boston University, 2013.

Noah Aydin, Panelist 
Professor Aydin holds a PhD in mathematics and masters degree in Computer Science from The 
Ohio State University. His primary area of research is algebraic coding theory. His research interests 
also include theoretical computer science, mathematics education, and history and philosophy of 
science.  Professor Aydin teaches a wide range of mathematics courses as well some computer science 
courses at Kenyon College. He recently began teaching a unique course on the History of Mathematics 
in the Islamic World. He enjoys working with undergraduates on mathematical research and has 
published several papers with Kenyon students. His non-academic interests include meteorology 
and soccer. He has two daughters and a son. 

Taner Edis, Panelist
Taner Edis was born in Istanbul, 1967, to Turkish and American parents. After completing his under-
graduate work at Boğaziçi University, he received his Ph.D. from The Johns Hopkins University in 
1994, in theoretical physics. Currently professor of physics at Truman State University, his present 
research interests focus on the philosophy and history of science. His books include An Illusion of 
Harmony: Science and Religion in Islam, which is a unique examination of science, religion and 
pseudoscience in a Muslim context. His most recent book, Islam Evolving: Radicalism, Reforma-
tion, and the Uneasy Relationship with the Secular West, examines conflicts between Islamic and 
secular liberal political outlooks

EVENT ANALYSIS:
The main points of inquiry discussed in this dialogue included whether there was a golden age 
of Islam, why are Muslims not advancing scientifically now, and what is the future of science for 
Muslims.

According to panelists, opinion polls and evaluations, there was skepticism that there was a 
definitive “Golden Age of Islam” for scientific achievement. Participants and audience members 
agreed that there was waxing and wanning of scientific advancement that spanned decades. 
However, scientific advancement was subject to change based upon who was the ruler and each 
ruler’s interests.

In addition, the panelists particularly addressed in their discussion the matter of why Muslims 
are not advancing scientifically in the modern age. The uniform answer was that there is no 
freedom to think, question, and experiment in the Muslim world. Panelists provided Turkey’s 
crackdown on universities and university professors as an example.

Lastly, audience members and panelists both provided a dismal assessment of the future of 
science in the Muslim world. While Muslims in Western countries may advance in scientific 
discovery, the Muslim world as a whole may not.

The audience was very intrigued by the historical trajectory of Islam’s relationship with modern 
science. People asked a lot of questions about factors that made Islam successful before and the 
factors that are keeping Muslims from advancing now. A strong discussion ensued on the issue of 
brain drain from the Muslim world to the West.



CONCLUSIONS
Based upon analysis and data gathered from all six “Science and Islam” dialogues, AIC draws 

the following conclusions regarding the current understanding of science and Islam after the 

conclusion of this program:

1. Understanding of science’s relationship to Islam is growing, yet more awareness is needed.

Each dialogue illustrated to previously uninformed audience members or attendees the 

profound impact the Muslim world has had on scientific discovery. Furthermore, this impact 

has generally provided not only greater awareness of Islam’s contribution to the scientific 

enterprise as a whole, but has affirmed a generally positive attitude towards Islam. However, 

more efforts to raise awareness of the specific contributions the Muslim world has made to 

science are still needed. These dialogues merely scratched the surface, providing an entry-way 

for the general populace to inquire and learn more about the subject.

2. The more contentious the topic, the greater the impact.

The dialogues which attained the greatest amount of attention of the general public were 

those of a contentious variety. In the case of “Science and Islam”, these were Islam’s Quantum 

Question: Reconciling the Islamic Tradition with the Theory of Evolution, and Islam and Science: 

Religious Orthodoxy and Battle for Rationality. These events get at the heart of the most basic 

questions of humanity: Where do we come from? What drives our thinking? Therefore, 

we believe that the questions that should be asked going forward in the debate between 

science and faith should continue to be those of an existential variety. The level of debate 

of these topics, being more essential to our nature, will garner a greater impact in public 

engagement as well as scholastic development.

3. Muslims must be included in the scientific debate.

In every dialogue, it became apparent that despite a history throughout the ages of Muslim 

inclusion in scientific inquiry, there is still a profound deficit in average Muslim participation 

in the sciences. Whether it be dictatorship, censorship, or misinformation, there are signifi-

cant barriers to Muslim participation in the scientific enterprise that must be alleviated. This 

matter is less of a scientific endeavor, but more of a political endeavor. AIC believes that if the 

next wave of scientific innovation is to come from the Muslim world, its leaders must provide 

the intellectual freedom to make it happen. 
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