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MANARA Campaign: A Beacon of Light
The Manara Campaign (MANARA) is 2017 Project Nur initiative that is a response to a politically, culturally, 
and socially evolving nation; it is a call to action in light of new challenges and opportunities that present 
themselves under new American leadership. MANARA, meaning “lighthouse” in Arabic, aims to be a beacon 
of light amidst sentiments of fear, division and disenchantment. In its place, MANARA calls for progressive 
advocacy, pluralism, and justice.

The Manara Campaign will address three main issue areas that include responding to bigotry and racism, 
countering hate crimes and violent extremism, and catalyzing civic engagement. 

“We decided to specifically respond to these issues because they have been brought to the fore-
front of this country due to the evolving political environment.” 

Matthew Agar, PN Program Coordinator

The campaign’s goal is to build mutually safe, secure, and stable communities across America through ini-
tiatives that illustrate our common humanity. 

Project Nur students, along with their colleagues, hold the biggest potential to act as agents of change on 
issue that are present on campuses and within the communities around universities. We would like for our 
students to serve as channels of communication with their communities and a serve as a voice for margin-
alized Americans. 

The following handbook serves as a tool for the Project Nur network to work towards achieving the 
Manara Campaign’s goals. Each issue is discussed in detail, containing information on suggested events and 
media campaigning strategies. 

“America is approaching a new era where there is a fragmentation of American society that needs 
rebuilding. This campaign supports such efforts while providing a clear framework for action and 

results.”
Zainab Al-Suwaij, Executive Director
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Responding to bigotry and racism

American Muslims and other communities 
must stand together to take on hate, divisive-
ness and systematic racism

Events 
Unity and 

Paternerships
Hold an interfaith dialogue event with 
different faith leaders from your com-
munity to discuss the importance of 
unity among Muslims and non-Mus-
lims. Partner with relief organizations 

to come together for a common cause, 
such as a blanket drive, food drive, or a 
visit to a retirement home. United, we 

can accomplish more.

Cultural 
Pluralism

Explore your artistic side 
with a poetry night revolving 

around the topic of safety 
and inclusion. Showcase food 

and culture of the Muslim 
world with a cultural night. 

The more one knows about a 
culture, the less unfamiliarity 

they will have of it.

Confront Fear 
Combat bigotry and racism 

by engaging people with 
view points that differ than 

your own. Table on your 
quad by having a “Hug a 

Muslim day” or “compliment 
a stranger day.” Hand out 

roses with quotes promoting 
tolerance and peace. When 
we show the power of love 

in action, we can conquer all.

But wait, there’s more! 

Initiate sustained grassroots dialogues

Host cultural exhibitions

Give back through community service

Educate for mutual understanding and 
respect

Form partnerships for solidarity and social 
justice

Engaging Your Campus You have planned your 
event: Now What?

M E D I A
Launch a photo

 campaign.
Get students from your 
campus to participate 

in a photo booth or 
hold up signs on issues 

that concern them

Write a press 
release.

Advertise your event 
and issues you are 

campaigning for on the 
school paper. Get the 

word out there and let 
your work be known. 

REFER TO PROJECT NUR HANDBOOK 
FOR HOW TO WRITE A PRESS RELEASE
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Countering hate crimes and 
violent extremism

Hate crimes and violent extremism continue to be 
growing concerns in the US today that must be mit-

igated and addressed as twin problems.

SHOW THE FACTS AND FIGURES. 
Table on your quad to hand out 

flyers with hate crime and violent
 extremism STATISTICS. Create a 

HATE CRIME MAP documenting the 
true scope of violence against 

minority communities. 

KNOW WHERE TO REPORT. 
 Bring representatives of law 

enforcement to campus to discuss the steps 
an individual takes towards violent extremism. 

Reach out to LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, 
YOUR CAMPUS SAFETY OFFICE, OR YOUR 

LOCAL CIVIL RIGHTS 
NONPROFIT, to arrange an information session 
on WHERE TO REPORT hate crimes or violent 

extremist threats or incidents.

MITIGATE FUTURE INCIDENTS.
Hold an ACTIVE BYSTANDER 
TRAINING or LEGAL ASSIS-
TANCE WORKSHOP. Bring 

American Muslim and non-Mus-
lim communities together to 

forge trust, respect and under-
standing. 

IDEAS

MEDIA
Create info-graphics with the facts. 

Info-graphics are more powerful visuals than 
simple statistics. Publish your own info-

graphics with the facts and figures on hate 
crime and violent extremism on your Face-

book, Twitter or Instagram pages. The flashier 
the info-graphic, the more powerful the 

response.

    Host a Facebook Live AMA with a Law 
Enforcement Agency or Civil Rights 

Groups. 
If you are looking to spread information about 
legal resources on where and how to report 
or document hate crimes or violent extremist 

threats or incidents, host a Facebook Live 
Ask Me Anything (AMA) in partnership with a 
law enforcement agency or civil rights group. 
This will allow for candid conversations and 

immediate answers.
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engagement
Do not just sit on the sidelines of politics 

and civil society. Roll up your sleeves and
take action. 

Educate year-round for elections 
The Presidential Elections may be over, but there are 

two state governor races, over ten major mayoral races, 
and dozens of city council and legislature races across 
the United States in 2017. Regardless of what party you 
support, you should be informed as to who is running 

to represent you. Host a meeting with potential electoral 
candidates or their staff. Hold debate watch parties.

 Start discussions on important policy issues. All politics 
is local. Be informed before you hit the polls.

               

It is a right of every American to be able to vote. Make sure you and 
your fellow students can exercise that right by holding a voter registra-
tion drive. Take your energy and enthusiasm beyond campus to register 
those in your local communities that are not registered to vote. Petition 

and pressure your leaders to guarantee the right to vote for all. 
Secure your fundamental right.

Secure your rights and liberties

Secure your right 
to vote  

Enshrine Security and Dignity in Policy
In the name of social justice, keep your chapters and your campus 

informed on government policies of interest through legislative 
education workshops. Hold meetings with university staff to create 

effective campus policies for acceptance and social justice. Whether 
the policy is big or small, if it affects you, get involved.

Create Videos on 
Issues

In the age of new media, short, 
interactive videos are an easy way 
to educate a wide audience on the 
stances of electoral candidates. 

Create one-minute videos comparing 
the political platforms of your future 

leaders. Make the videos fun and 
exciting, and go big.

Mobilize through 
Online Petitions

If there is an issue on campus 
that you feel strongly about being 
addressed, get support from your 
fellow students via an online peti-
tion. Blast it out on Facebook and 
Twitter. The thousands will amplify 

your voice.

Promote Calls to Action
Facebook has an excellent platform for 

creating call to action campaigns on 
issues you care about. Launch a cam-
paign and get your friends and class-
mates to spread the word. Hold events 
for campaigns other groups and part-
ners are hosting to show your support.M
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Be Informed.
Get Out.

Vote. 


